Acknowledgements

The success of the symposium was the result of the collaboration and
assistance of people and institutions involved in emergency situations,
sharing their experience and expertise not only in the field of museums,
but also in the humanitarian and security sector.

This intercultural team produced significant work, thanks to the
generous hospitality and professional leadership of the host institution,
the Salar Jung Museum, and its staff, especially Dr. A.K.V.S. Reddy
(Director), Dr. A.N. Reddy (Joint director), Sri. G.S. Kusum (Keeper) and Sri.
M. Veerender (Deputy Keeper). The participants were able to improve
their understanding and implement essential drills and procedures for
the elaboration of an emergency plan, based on a mock exercise led by
Dr. A.V.S. Reddy (lAS, Secretary of the department of Tribal Welfare), Sri.
P. Krishna Reddy (IPS, Director) and Mr. G. Pandley (NISA, Deputy
commandant). The Government of India through the Secretary of
Culture, the State Government of Andhra Pradesh (State Tourism
Corporation), the Secretariat of ICOM Regional Organisation for Asia and
the Pacific and the Sustainable Heritage Development Programme in the
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies at the Australian National
University, both managed by Dr. Amareswar Galla, lent their support to
the conference from the outset.

Pavel Jirasek (Chairperson, ICOM International Committee for Museum
Security), Jergen Wadum (Chairperson, ICOM International Committee
for Conservation) and Patrick Boylan (Chairperson, ICOM International
Committee for the Training of Personnel) made an invaluable
contribution to the development of the programme. Luis Repetto
(Chairperson, ICOM Regional Organisation for Latin America and the
Caribbean) and ICOM-Venezuela also played a vital role during the case
study mission in Caracas, which strengthened the role of museums and
disaster situations in this geographic area.

Frédérique Vincent (representing ICOM International Committee for
Conservation) in partnership with ICOM-Madagascar provided extremely
useful technical support in assessing current disaster situations with
regard to cultural property.

Saskia Brown (Editorial Assistance, Communication Unit) provided
editorial guidelines for the publication of the proceedings, which were
proof-read by Caroline Taylor-Bouché (Interim Editor, Publications Unit).

Special thanks go to Isabelle Brianso (Interim Project Assistant,
Programme Activities Unit) for her invaluable help and heartfelt
commitment and to Elisabeth Jani (Documentalist, Documentation
Centre) whose accurate editing and professionalism was a priceless asset
to this publication.

Cristina Menegazzi
Editor

9



